
Milwaukee’s urban river land trust
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Dear Friends,

at the end of 2015, I closed out my term as President of the river revitalization 
Foundation. It has been a true privilege for me to serve this great organization.  I am 
humbled at all we have accomplished together. 

In 2014 rrF celebrated its 20 year anniversary and all the milestones that were 
accomplished in those years:

• 16 acres under conservation

• Nearly 5 miles of riverfront trails

• Hundreds of youth and volunteers helping to restore habitat

2015 was a year of many challenges – the cuts to the Stewardship Program as one 
example.  We have come through these challenges ending the year financially strong 
with many accomplishments to show for our work – finishing shoreline restoration 
and Greenway projects among them.  Throughout the year, rrF kept its promise and 
continued down the path towards our mission as environmental stewards. much of 
this was accomplished by the hard work of Kimberly Gleffe and all of her great staff.  
We owe them a huge thank you.

now we must reinforce and expand our leadership role. We must do our part to making 
milwaukee more sustainable. Thank you for being part of our success; we look forward 
to the next steps in this journey together!

— Kevin Shafer
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MissiOn
The river revitalization Foundation, milwaukee’s urban rivers land trust, was founded 
in 1994 as a conservation organization to establish a parkway for public access, 
walkways, recreation and education, bordering the milwaukee, menomonee and  
Kinnickinnic rivers; to use the rivers to revitalize surrounding neighborhoods; and  
to improve water quality.

visiOn
The river revitalization Foundation will focus on the rivers and adjacent green space 
in milwaukee county.  It will work with partner organizations and key stakeholders to 
successfully protect and restore these areas, and increase access to them.  Through 
its advocacy, strategy and diligent execution of its organizational goals, the rrF will 
be recognized as the Great Lakes’ model urban land trust.
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From habitat restoration to youth education to public access projects, we believe 
in the need to not only protect our natural resources here in the city, but to offer 
opportunities for the people, and wildlife, who live here to interact with nature 
and to take care of it for future generations to enjoy.

Kimberly,

Thanks so much for hosting our team and for the plant list. The site (pictured 
at right) looked really great – definitely a world of improvement over the 
previous condition. So much exciting work going on in milwaukee! 

            Todd Hogrefe 
Great Lakes Program Director 
national Fish and Wildlife Foundation

restOratiOn  
in tHe river  
valleY
PeoPle, Places, Partners

“Healing the earth; living Healthier lives”

beFOre aFter

More than

500lbs
of invasive 
herbaceous 
species removed
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YOutH 
and  
vOlunteers

“On behalf of the maWIb I would like to express my sincere gratitude  
to rrF and their staff for helping to make this morning’s site visit truly 
successful. So often in this cynical world we only point out what is wrong 
with our society. Today we witnessed first-hand some of the great things 
that our community is doing, specifically your organization, to better serve 
the youth of today and the future leaders of tomorrow. Please pass along 
to all the youth and your executive Teams our heartfelt appreciation!”

                              Thank you, 
brian Foley, youth Services-contract monitor 
milwaukee area Workforce Investment board. Inc.

8 9

23
urban youth planted,  
watered, and identified  
native plant species 
through participation  
in the earn and learn  
program at rrF



Thanks to our many donors, who plant the seeds for 
our organization to flourish! your investment in our 
mission and programs is critical to our success and 
sustainability. *Special thanks to those donors who 
contributed to our new Sustainer’s circle!

Thank you!

FundinG: 
an investMent  
in tHe Future

city of milwaukee 
riverwalk partner, cost 
share $22,400

milwaukee metropolitan 
Sewerage District Green 
Infrastructure & Green 
roof reimbursement grants 
$48,100/$17,500

national Fish & Wildlife 
Foundation Sustain Our 
Great Lakes  
$247,489 (Fy ’13-’15)

Wisconsin Department 
of natural resources – 
capacity grant $74,200 
(Fy ’15 only)

recreational Trails act grant 
$45,000

adventure rock
applied ecological Services
baird
café corazon
cSa commercial
erehwon
ernst & young
Foley & Lardner
Godfrey & Kahn
Harley-Davidson Foundation*
Invivo Wellness
Laacke & Joys
mandel Group
millercoors*
milwaukee Kayak company
milwaukee riverwalk District
natural resource Technology
Park bank
Patagonia
Potawatomi Hotel & Casino – 

Heart of Canal Street
Pieper electric/ Ideal 

mechanical
uS bank
Veolia Water*
Whyte Hirschboeck Dudek – 

Whyte Lights program
Workshop architects

anonymous
argosy Foundation*
bader Philanthropies
John c. bock Foundation
bradley Foundation
James e. Dutton Foundation

Forest county Potawatomi 
Foundation

Foster Family Foundation
Fund for Lake michigan*
Greater milwaukee 

Foundation Funds: 
Margaret Heminway Wells 
conservation Fund,  
Lenore T. Zinn 
environmental Fund, 
William & alicia Schoeneich 
conservation and 
Preservation Fund

Inbusch Foundation
Kopmeier Family Fund
John D. & Phoebe r. Lewis 

Foundation*
Lux Foundation
maihaugen Foundation*
charles r. O’malley Trust
David & Julia uihlein 

charitable Foundation*
usinger Foundation
Wisconsin energy Foundation

individuals: 
Our river allies 
Kay augustine – in memory of 

marlene Gleffe
John alves
anonymous
Jon bailey
anne & John bales
Linda benfield & Steven 

Wallace
Daniel berg*
nadia bogue
robo brumder
Gary buerstatte &  

anna Pepelniak
Tom bliffert
cheri & Tom briscoe
Susan buchanan &  

mike Davis
Gary casper
nancy centz & russ Peck
Derek clayton
ron clayton
margaret crawford
eddee Daniel
Don Daugherty
Lou & Jackie Davit
Frank & Jackie Dettloff
brian Dettmering

bob & carol Diggelman
Terese Dressel – in memory of 

marlene Gleffe
allen & Jan Duncan
Dianne Dziengel
corey & mary Lou eggert – in 

memory of marlene Gleffe
Tom & carol ehrsam
Harold Emch
TJ & Kristi estabrook
Tim & Sue Frautschi
Lyn & Scott Geboy
Jane Gellman-Donor 

advised Fund of the Jewish 
community Foundation

Kimberly Gleffe &  
Dean eggert

Larry Govin-matzat
Mike & Mary Hahn
Bill Hansen
Margarete Harvey
Carl & Nancy Hedman
Steve & Jodie Heinrich – in 

memory of marlene Gleffe
John Heywood
Michael Holloway
Julie & Jon Holubowicz
John Idzikowski
Lorraine Jacobs
christopher Jaekels
Suzanne Johnston – in 

memory of marlene Gleffe
bob Kabitzke
bob Karnauskas
bruce Keyes
Sarah Kimball
russ & may Klisch
Knowledge by design
Julilly Kohler
Ghassan Korban
bill Krawczyk
ray & barb Krueger
Jane Lecapitaine
Peter Lee
mike maher & roberta rieck
margaret mcGuire
Steve mech
Dr. & mrs. Stephen milheim
brian, Kathy & Scott miller; 

for Deborah & mark miller – 
in memory of bernie Delong

brenda & corey mooney
Jim & Sally morgan
Thomas mullooly
Peggy noonan*
John O’brien
Gerald Ottone
George Owen
Laurie Parsons*
Jerry Patzwald
Jill Pelisek
Jim Pittelkow
charla reetz
Karen richie
allen & Pat rieselbach
bill rumpf
David ryan & Denise Ferreira
Karen Sands
bob & cato Schley
Dean & elaine Schultzbank
eric Schumann
John Scripp
Kevin & carole Shafer
Doretta Sheridan
alan Sherkow &  

Debra Hartmann
bill & Shannon Smith
angelika Speckhard
Thomas & Donna Shriner
John & Pam Stilp
Victoria & Timothy Strattner
chris & Katie Swartz
nicole Teweles 
Frank Thometz*
charlie Trainer
Sherri Walker
Jeff Warzinski
michael Wery
Julie Whelan & Gerard capell
robert Zimmerman &  

Tom Derenne*

assOCiatiOns  
and sCHOOls
Fox Point Lutheran church
Greening milwaukee
Kiwanis club of milwaukee*
milwaukee riverwalk District
rotary club of milwaukee*
Southeastern Wisconsin 

Invasive Species 
consortium (SeWISc)

Southeastern Wisconsin 
Watersheds Trust (SWWT)

Shorewood High School 
Key club

united Way (designated 
campaign contributions)

university of Wisconsin-
milwaukee conservation 
club

Wisconsin metro audubon
Women environmental 

Professionals

in-kind dOnatiOns  
and teCHniCal  
assistanCe
city of milwaukee
The conservation Fund
Davis & Kuelthau
eggert creative
Gathering Waters: 

Wisconsin’s alliance for 
Land Trusts

International Institute of 
Wisconsin

Land Trust alliance
marquette university
michael best & Friedrich
milwaukee area Technical 

college
milwaukee area Workforce 

Investment board
milwaukee county Parks 

Department
milwaukee Japanese 

association
milwaukee metropolitan 

Sewerage District: 
Greenseams Program

national Park Service, rivers 
and Trails

natural resource Technology
river network
riverwest accounting 

Services
riverwest currents
Village of brown Deer
Village of Shorewood
Wild & Scenic Film Festival

Every effort is made to  
ensure our donor list is all 
inclusive; if we missed you, 
please inform us, and accept 
our sincere apologies!

leveraGed  
publiC, state and 
Federal sOurCes

 
COrpOrate 

dOnOrs

FOundatiOns

StateMent oF FinanCial poSition  
(audit available upon request)

revenue  FY 2014 FY 2015
Corporations $    25,562 $    33,277
Foundations 319,230 336,557
Individuals 39,450 26,980
events & Programs 21,378 5,927
Other: 

Wisconsin Dept. of natural resources 59,000 114,200
Interest 435 311

TOTAL $  465,055 $  517,252

expenses  FY 2014 FY  2015
Awards/recognition $      1,858 $         366
Bank fees 1,536 1,159
Dues 950 875
consulting 145,539 102,717
Meetings 756 1,064
events & Programs 18,909 2,992
Human Resources  206,000 227,271
Insurance 3,156 3,295
Licenses & permits  174 284
Occupancy 8,048 6,363
Postage 1,800 658
Printing & Promotion  6,292 1,744
Professional fees  22,093 24,919
Projects (Land & Trails)  40,937 58,180
Seminars & education 4,995 5,530
Supplies 2,867 1,041
Telephone  3,225 4,296
Travel  2,930 2,945

TOTAL $  472,065 $  445,699

balance  $     (7,010) $    71,553

increased 
awareness of 
our mission  
and work to

500+
local residents,  
organizations and  
corporations
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bOard OF direCtOrs
The river revitalization Foundation board of directors consists 
of members from our founding clubs, Kiwanis and rotary clubs 
of milwaukee, as well as at-large members from the community.   
We thank our volunteer board for their vision, leadership 
and dedicated service, as well as their employers who make 
volunteerism possible!

kiwanis Club
robo brumder, r.W. baird
Ron Clayton, BMO Harris
Jim Pittelkow, Golden Valley
Frank Thometz, morgan Stanley

rOtarY Club
margaret crawford, northwestern mutual
Don Daugherty, Godfrey & Kahn
chris Jaekels, Davis & Kuelthau, secretary
Sarah Kimball, Kimball communications
Jack Lewis – in memoriam

at larGe
Nadia Bogue, 16th Street Community Health Center
Gary buerstatte, buerstatte consulting
Derek clayton, Johnson controls
brian Dettmering, cPa, riverwest accounting Services, treasurer
Ghassan Korban, city of milwaukee DPW
ray Krueger, michael best & Friedrich
bob Karnauskas, natural resource Technology
Jane Lecapitaine, retired, vice chair
Kevin Shafer, milwaukee metropolitan Sewerage District, chair

staFF
executive Director, Kimberly Gleffe
assistant to the executive Director, emily Thornburg
Greenway Director, aaron Zeleske
Land manager, Joanna Demas
Program/Hike Leader, Vince Bushell
Field Supervisors, ellie Kirkwood & mitchell Kulis
Field crew Leader, marcell mccoy

river revitalization Foundation
The richard L. Schmidt riverhaus

2134 north riverboat road  \  milwaukee, WI 53212
414-271-8000

www.riverrevitalizationfoundation.org

100s
of volunteers  
donated nearly

2,000
hours of service


