
The Milwaukee Rotary Club
announced that it will donate $400,000
and leverage more than $3 million in
private gifts and public funds to create the
Rotary Centennial Arboretum, the gateway 
to Milwaukee Central Park.

An arboretum is a dedicated area planted with many types of trees
for study, display and preservation.

The funds will be donated to the River Revitalization Foundation
and the Urban Ecology Center.

Milwaukee Rotary Club President James T. Barry III said that the
club will make the donations to commemorate its 100th anniversary 
in 2013.

“I am very pleased that Rotary will celebrate its centennial
anniversary with a contribution that will
dramatically enhance the riverfront and the
community – a contribution that is in keeping
with our strong history of community giving,”
Barry said.

The Rotary Centennial Arboretum will be located near the
Milwaukee River west of the Urban Ecology Center, south of Riverside
Park and north of North Avenue.

The arboretum – the first official arboretum in the Milwaukee
metropolitan area – will be developed on 3.5 acres of land
showcasing native trees of Wisconsin. A Rotary Gate will mark passage
into the arboretum, providing a symbol of the Club’s commitment to
the city, the preservation of natural environments and to the education
of children and the community about the critical need to care for
natural resources, Barry said. 

Chris Jaekels, RRF board chair and past president of Rotary Club
thanked Club members for their vision and support of this project which
will enhance RRF’s land trust work in the river valley and bring more
attention to the Central Park concept as a progressive approach to
conservation in the city.

The Rotary Club of Milwaukee also announced a $100,000 donation
to the Greater Johnsons Park Initiative, located in the vicinity of Fond du

Lac Avenue and Brown Street. A 2002 Public
Policy Study rated Johnsons Park as the least
desirable of all the parks in Milwaukee County
– in an area “very underserved” with green
space, according to the Club.
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Milwaukee Rotary Club Donation 
will Create Arboretum

An arboretum is 

a dedicated area

planted with many

types of trees for 

study, display and

preservation.
The property is now an industrial site. An established arboretum – a vision for the future.
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The Lake Michigan Shorelands Alliance invites you to 
attend the Milwaukee GREAT LAKE GATHERING!

Wednesday, October 15th
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Great Lakes Compact
Legislative Success

MILWAUKEE – Governor Jim Doyle was
joined by business, government and
environmental leaders on May 27 as he
signed the Great Lakes Compact, a
historic, bipartisan agreement that will
protect, preserve and improve the Great
Lakes. 

“This historic accord means that we will
be managing our Great Lakes water in a
sustainable way that will protect one of the
world’s greatest natural resources,”
Governor Doyle said. “The Great Lakes
define this region, and their waters sustain
our recreation, our way of life and our
economy. Signing the Great Lakes
Compact is cause for tremendous hope.
This is a victory for us all.”

The Compact creates unprecedented
protections for the Great Lakes and ensures
their continued availability for regional
economic growth. It bans long-distance
diversions and provides a framework for
ensuring sustainable water use in the Great
Lakes basin. 

The Great Lakes provide an important
economic boon for Wisconsin and the
Midwest. They generate $55 billion in
tourism for the region and create nearly
$377 million in personal income from
wages and salaries. In Wisconsin, the
Great Lakes support more than 11,000
jobs in the state’s ports. 

A G E N D A

8:00–8:45 a.m.: Continental Breakfast Reception 
8:45–Noon: Program
Welcome: DOA Secretary Michael Morgan 
Keynote: G. Tracy Mehan, III, Principal with The 

Cadmus Group and former Assistant Administrator
for Water at the US Environmental Protection
Agency

Panel Session with Q & A
Local Conservation Success
Delene Hanson, Board President, Milwaukee Area  

Land Conservancy 
Kimberly Gleffe, Executive Director, River 

Revitalization Foundation 
Ann Brummitt, Coordinator, Milwaukee River 

Work Group
County Supervisor Gerry Broderick
Milwaukee 7 Water Council Representative

12:30–1:30 p.m.: Optional Field Trip 
(limit 50 people) Seminary Woods Property
This revered woodland is located near Lake
Michigan in the southeastern portion of
Milwaukee County in the City of St Francis. This
southern mesic forest contains 68 acres of giant
trees, rare ephemeral flowers, migratory birds,
and a wide variety of wildlife. The footpaths that
crisscross the vast woods have been used by
generations of neighbors and distant visitors.

Sponsors
The Joyce Foundation 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
Wisconsin Energy Foundation 

Location
Milwaukee Art Museum
Invitation Enclosed
Questions? Call Liz Walsh at (608) 251-9131
x12 or email liz@gatheringwaters.org.

Press Conference Wednesday, November 19 
Will Highlight Southbranch Creek Restoration

Join your hosts, River Revitalization Foundation,
Milwaukee Area Land Conservancy and Gathering
Waters Conservancy on Wednesday, October 15th for the
Milwaukee Great Lake Gathering from 8:00 a.m. to noon at
the Milwaukee Art Museum.

The Gathering is designed to bring together community and
economic development leaders, policy makers, business
owners, landowners, and residents to discuss local and
regional land and water conservation priorities and encourage 

new collaborative efforts to protect and preserve natural
resources in this area. Land trusts play an important role in
preserving and improving the ecological, economic and human
health in the Lake Michigan basin. One goal of the Gatherings
is to encourage community leaders to look to their land trusts as
a resource to accomplish these objectives. For more information
and to register visit: www.greatlakegatherings.org. There is no
cost to attend.

Village of Brown Deer, in partnership with RRF, receives major funding
from the Wisconsin Coastal Management Program.

A $99,000 grant to benefit Southbranch Creek and its surrounding habitat has been rewarded to the
Village. RRF has begun restoration as the community partner to create habitat suitable for threatened
species, and for stormwater management.

Matching Funds are Needed! The Coastal grant has been approved to cover 40% of
the project budget, or $99,000, and requires a 60% match, or $150,000. Donations to this project 
are gratefully accepted: Pledge form enclosed, or give securely online at
www.riverrevitalizationfoundation.org. Thanks to Bader Meter and Bank Mutual
for their support of this project.
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F o u n d a t i o n
RIVER REVITALIZATION FOUNDATION STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE FORM The River Revitalization Foundation was created to 
establish a parkway for public access, walkways, recreation and education, bordering the Milwaukee, Menomonee and Kinnickinnic 
Rivers; to use the rivers to revitalize surrounding neighborhoods; and to improve water quality.

Name

Company

Address

City State Zip

Phone Fax

Email

Please remit to:   River Revitalization Foundation | 1845 N. Farwell Ave.  | Suite 100  | Milwaukee, WI  |  53202
Give securely online at www.riverrevitalizationfoundation.org

●● $ 25

●● $ 50

●● $100

●● $250

●● $500

●● $1,000

●● $ Other

Enclosed is my/our gift of $ ___________________
Checks should be made out to River Revitalization Foundation.

Please charge my credit card.       ●●  Visa   ●●  Master Card

Account number __________________________

Expiration date___________________________

Signature______________________________

Yes! I’d like to help match the Coastal Grant.
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Kimberly Gleffe has accepted a
position on the Gathering Waters
Board as a representative of our urban
Milwaukee area. “I am looking
forward to serving on the board of
such a fine organization and getting
more involved at the state level to 
strengthen the land trust movement in
Wisconsin.” Gathering Waters provides
assistance to land trusts around the state to 
help protect the places that make Wisconsin special.
www.gatheringwaters.org

RRF Executive Director Elected to 
Gathering Waters Conservancy 
Board of Directors (Madison, WI)

Thank you!

Earn and Learn Summer Crew Makes a Big
Difference in the River Valley!
Thanks to students enrolled
in the Earn & Learn
program and Inland Seas
School of Expeditionary
Learning, the Milwaukee
River valley has a different
look. Many invasive species
were removed and native
species planted in their
place. Restoration occurred
along the Beerline corridor,
East Bank Trail, and at our
Brown Deer site. 

Thank you CREW! 
and our generous donors:
Helen Bader Foundation,
Northwestern Mutual
Foundation and the
Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources.
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Discover Milwaukee’s Urban Wilderness!
RRF-sponsored book is now available

Get ready to experience the paradox of Urban Wilderness: Exploring a Metropolitan
Watershed, a new book by Milwaukee photographer Eddee Daniel.

Sponsored by RRF and six other local organizations, Urban Wilderness intertwines
photography and storytelling to promote an appreciation for river corridors and
natural environments in our community. 

With 148 full-color photographs, the book is published by the prestigious Center for
American Places at Columbia College Chicago and distributed by the University of
Chicago Press. Excerpts and ordering information can be found at
www.eddeedaniel.com. A great gift idea for the holidays.

Attend the Great Lake Gathering.

See Inside.


