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2011 Ecological Restoration Crew Makes a 
Big Difference in the Milwaukee River Valley

Letter to 
North Dakota, 
July 21, 2011
The crew wrote
a welcome letter
to volunteers
who chose the
Milwaukee 
River restoration
project site as
their day of
service. 
Although it was stormy that day, nearly 50 
volunteers assisted the crew. Thank you!
We would like to welcome you all to our city of
Milwaukee and to the Riverwest neighborhood.
We hope you had a fantastic trip to Wisconsin.
We are pleased that you came here. You guys
could be in North Dakota on summer break but
you chose to come and volunteer here. Why did
you choose to come to Milwaukee? We hope you
enjoy our city and working with us in our natural
areas along the Milwaukee River.
Who we are:
Hi, my name is Ashleigh Johnson. I am a seven-
teen year old young lady who loves and cares for
my community. I work for the River Revitalization
Foundation (RRF) because I care about my 
environment. 
I believe it is important to encourage native plants
in the area. Coupled with caring for plants, 
learning how they function is important as well.
RRF wanted to start this process so that the park
we are helping to create is opened to the public,
is used for positive purposes. This adventure for
me is a lesson learned, because I have come a
long way.
Hello my name is Nakia and I work with the 
RRF this summer. I attend Riverside University High
School as a sophomore. My specials are in 
Biology and Chorus. 

Hello my name is Naeem Hunter and I attend
Craig Montessori school and also a volunteer at
the RFF and on my spare time outside of work I
like to do artistic and sport activities.
My name is Imani Hunter and I attend Rufus King
International Baccalaureate High School. When
the summer is over, I will be entering my senior
year of high school. When I’m not in school or
working I like listening to music and going to 
concerts.
Hello, my name is Khiri Nelson. I attend the 
Milwaukee High School of the Arts (MHSA) and
I’m also a summer worker at the RRF and this is
my second year working here. When I am not
working, I like to write and play music.  
Hi, my name is Ellie Kirkwood. I am the field 
assistant at the RRF.  Myself, and Vince Bushell,
the field manager at RRF, extend a warm welcome
to you all! Two of our employees are absent today
as we write you this letter, but we are sure that
Marquis McCoy and Marcell McCoy both look 
forward to meeting you.
We will see you soon! Enjoy your journey to 
Milwaukee!
Peace and blessings,
Ashleigh Nakia Naeem Imani Khiri
Marcell Marquis Vince Ellie 

Our summer crew 
(l to r): Khiri, 
Marquis, Naeem,
Nakia, Ashleigh,
RRF Intern Ellie,
Marcell and
Imane, making a 
difference in the 
river valley.
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RIVER REVITALIZATION FOUNDATION STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE FORM The River Revitalization Foundation was created to 
establish a parkway for public access, walkways, recreation and education, bordering the Milwaukee, Menomonee and Kinnickinnic 
Rivers; to use the rivers to revitalize surrounding neighborhoods; and to improve water quality.

Name

Company

Address

City                                                                                                                 State                           Zip

Phone                                                                                         Fax

Email

Please remit to:   River Revitalization Foundation |  1845 N. Farwell Ave.  |  Suite 100  |  Milwaukee, WI  |  53202

Give securely online at www.riverrevitalizationfoundation.org

�   $ 25              

�   $ 50

�   $100

�   $250

�   $500

� $1,000

�   $ Other

Enclosed is my/our gift of $ ___________________
Checks should be made out to River Revitalization Foundation.

Please charge my credit card.       � Visa   � Master Card

Account number __________________________

Expiration date___________________________

Signature ______________________________

Yes! I’d like to support the Wheelhouse campaign.
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Thank you!

OCTOBER 13–16, 2011

Save the Date: LTA Rally 
in Milwaukee!
at the Frontier Center
Nearly 2,000 land trust practitioners,
board members and funders will attend
the Land Trust Alliance National 
Conference here in Milwaukee! RRF staff
is participating on the Host Committee,
the Planning Committee, and the 
Presentation Review Committee. We will
be giving presentations on our urban
conservation work, as well as leading 
a field trip! Join us! More information
and registration available at
www.landtrustalliance.org/training/rally

SEPTEMBER 22 – OCTOBER 2
Milwaukee Film Festival
RRF exclusive sponsor of Valley Maker,
a documentary by Milwaukee film-
maker, Sean Kafer, who is a native of
New London, WI. He received his BA
and MA in film at UWM and now lives
in Riverwest. The film documents Sean
building a wooden raft to travel 1600
miles down the Mississippi River to New
Orleans. It's a stunningly beautiful film–
you can see in this trailer
http://vimeo.com/26652683 and learn
more about the film here:
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1911660/.
Festival program at:
www.milwaukee-film.org

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2011
11:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M.
Rock the Green 
at Veteran’s Park
RRF will be on site with an 
exhibit booth – join us!
Rock the Green is the Midwest’s Pre-
mier Near-Zero Waste Music Festival.
A world-class concert showcasing six
musical artists who each tell their own
eco-stories, the festival is produced
using clean energy and other best 
practices — measured by greening 
metrics to ensure near-zero waste 
results. Local and national sustainability
innovators will exhibit at festival booths
and interactively engage the audience.  
For more information and tickets, go to
www.rockthegreen.com.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2011
9:00 A.M. ’TIL NOON – FREE!

National Public Lands Day
in partnership with 
Laacke & Joys
Meet at Gordon Park
Help remove invasive species and plant
native trees and plants along the river
valley. Contact Vince Bushell at 
414-588-7281 to volunteer or for more
information. Meet us at Gordon Park.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16TH at DUSK
Wild and Scenic 
Environmental Film Festival 
at Bayshore Town Center
Outdoor on the Square! Join the River
Revitalization Foundation, a Bayshore
Town Center Change for Charity 
recipient, and Milwaukee’s urban rivers
land trust, for the Wild & Scenic 
Environmental Film Festival, an evening
of environmental short films sure to 
inspire. Learn more about conservation 
issues, what you can do to take action,
and support RRF through this event. 
FREE, however there is a suggested 
donation of $5 children, $10 adults
which helps assist RRF with its restoration
efforts! Raffle ticket included with 
your donation.

http://www.milwaukeerrf.org/


RRF will be leading a site 
tour and social with Kiwanis on 
Thursday, September 15th from 
4:00-7:00 p.m.
Other campaign updates: Restoration has 
begun this summer with the help of the 
Summer Ecological Restoration Crew 
through a generous $20,000 grant from
the Helen Bader Foundation. (See front
page of this issue)
Boat landing improvements will begin this
fall with a generous $50,000 grant from
the Greater Milwaukee Foundation.
A rain garden will be installed in partner-
ship with MillerCoors employee volunteers
and a $5,000 grant from RiverNetwork,
MillerCoors!
You, too, can support this campaign — see
pledge form on facing page. 

Building
Capacity!

Public Allies matched with Gathering Waters and RRF 
and the Milwaukee Environmental Consortium
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Beginning September 1, we welcome two Public Allies to our organizations during the 2011-12 program year. 
Marisa Hernandez will be working with Gathering Waters Conservancy and RRF through a grant from the Brico Fund on
Lake Michigan Shorelands Alliance issues, and assisting with the Take A Hike/ Quest program.
Davita Flowers will be working with the Milwaukee Environmental Consortium as a Fellow, assisting with marketing, member 
services, community education and outreach and volunteer recruitment for all the MEC member groups including RRF. Welcome!

Kiwanis Nears
Fundraising Goal
Kiwanis Club nears its 
fundraising goal of $100,000
pledged for the old Wheelhouse, 
“Greenway Gateway” site! 
Kiwanis Landing to be 
named in honor of 
the Club for their 
support of the 
campaign!

RRF continues to play a role in the 
collaborative efforts of the Southeastern
Wisconsin Watershed Trust, or SWWT.
What exactly is SWWT, you ask? Three
years ago, this unique partnership was
established to achieve healthy and 
sustainable water resources throughout
the 1,100 square mile Greater 
Milwaukee Watersheds through 
coordinated, collaborative efforts. 
Unlike traditional organizations,
SWWT recognizes that our rivers
travel through our region 
irrespective of municipal or 
sewerage district boundaries and
that the health of our waters 
reflects our shared land use and
common stressors. 

As a land trust, RRF plays an 
active role with SWWT and the
Watershed Action Teams (WATS)
to protect and restore riparian
buffers in the Menomonee and
Kinnickinnic River watersheds.
After spending the summer 
mapping potential watershed 
improvement projects in both 
watersheds, RRF helped the WATS
complete an implementation plan,
which identifies and prioritizes 
projects throughout each 
watershed that will help SWWT
meet its mission to improve healthy
and sustainable water resources. 

RRF is in the process of establishing partnerships with friends groups,
neighborhood associations, and local government to begin riparian
restoration projects along the Menomonee River. If you would like to 
get involved or learn more about pending projects please contact 
Theresa Morgan, conservation specialist, at 
tmorgan@riverrevitalizationfoundation.org.

SWWT: An Update
by Theresa Morgan

RRF is a new nonprofit partner of 1% for
the Planet, an alliance of over 1,380 mem-
ber companies in 43 countries that give one 
percent of revenues to environmental causes.

To earn his Eagle Scout ranking, 
Zach Winchester, of Menomonee Falls

Troop #110, removed buckthorn along 

¼-mile of riverside trail in Doyne Park. He

also planted nearly 200 native trees and

built and installed two benches, shown

here, for trail users to enjoy.


