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The River Revitalization Foundation (RRF), Milwaukee’s
urban rivers land trust, is the recipient of two major grants for
shoreline restoration along the Milwaukee River and estuary. 
A $248,960 grant from the Fund for Lake Michigan will allow
streambank and habitat restoration and fishing access along
600 feet of shoreline at the former Wheelhouse parcel; in 
addition, a $249,000 grant from the National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation through the Sustain Our Great Lakes program will
allow for continuation of shoreline restoration along the 
adjacent 150 feet of shoreline at the former Lazenby parcel,

both on Riverboat Road. “The investment of both local and 
federal funding to improve the riparian corridor in the most
densely populated region of the state is a demonstration of the
commitment to sustainability, water quality improvements and
protection of our natural resources right here in Milwaukee”,
says Kimberly Gleffe, Executive Director of the River Revitalization
Foundation. Over three acres of urban greenspace will be 
improved for the people who enjoy recreating on the river and
connecting with nature, and for the wildlife that depends on 
its habitat.

Current conditions 
of the shoreline 

which the SOGL grant
will allow us to 

improve and connect
to the riverwalk.

Rendering of a restored shoreline
by Marek Landscaping.

Milwaukee River Benefits From
Half Million in Grant Awards!



River
Revitalization

F o u n d a t i o n

RIVER REVITALIZATION FOUNDATION STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE FORM  The River Revitalization Foundation was created to 
establish a parkway for public access, walkways, recreation and education, bordering the Milwaukee, Menomonee and Kinnickinnic 
Rivers; to use the rivers to revitalize surrounding neighborhoods; and to improve water quality.

Name

Company

Address

City                                                                                                                 State                           Zip

Phone                                                                                         Fax

Email

Please remit to:   River Revitalization Foundation |  1845 N. Farwell Ave.  |  Suite 100  |  Milwaukee, WI  |  53202

Give securely online at www.riverrevitalizationfoundation.org – click on 
the “DONATE” tab.

�   $ 25              

�   $ 50

�   $100

�   $250

�   $500

� $1,000

�   $ Other

Enclosed is my/our gift of $ ___________________
Checks should be made out to River Revitalization Foundation.

Please charge my credit card.       � Visa   � Master Card

Account number __________________________

Expiration date___________________________

Signature______________________________

Yes! I’d like to support the “10 at 10” campaign.
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Thank you!

With the Help of Student Crews, RRF
Accomplished Many Projects This Summer!

The 2013 summer Earn & Learn crew.
The crew enjoys getting on the

 river on the 

last day of the program.

Putting down e-mat.
A portion of the MATC trail. 

Thanks to the Helen Bader Foundation
for support of our summer crew, hired
through the city’s Earn & Learn program
and administered by the Milwaukee
Area Workforce Investment Board,
whose seven student team worked on
ecological restoration projects at our
wheelhouse park site! Projects included
a demonstration garden of native plants,
trail maintenance, and clearing invasive
species in the river valley. 
We also partnered with the Student
Conservation Association, whose crew
assisted with trail building at the MATC

solar farm site. Many thanks to MATC
for an easement allowing public access
along the river for a one mile stretch
between Capitol Drive and Richards
Street. Almost half of the trail construction
was accomplished by these high school
youth over six weeks this summer, 
with Americorps coming in to assist 
with further construction. This project 
is generously funded by the Greater
Milwaukee Foundation and a 
Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources, Recreational Trails 
Act grant. 

http://www.milwaukeerrf.org/
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Thank You New Office Update!

The crew beautifies the grounds of our new office location next to Kiwanis Landing.

MillerCoors is the lead corporate sponsor of
our “10 at 10” campaign – 10 donors 
at $10,000! to improve water quality at our
Wheelhouse site by establishing a riparian
buffer along the Milwaukee River! 
On Saturday, September 7 more than 90
MillerCoors employees volunteered on site to
help with restoration projects! Their corporate
support of water and sustainability is
certainly apparent in the community.
This campaign is to be concluded and
coincide with the celebration and grand
opening of the Milwaukee Rotary Centennial
Arboretum on September 28th (see related
article, back cover). Your consideration of a
donation of any size toward our $100,000
goal is appreciated. Join us and the
celebration of a successful campaign in
September!
To make your investment in this landmark
project, donate securely online at
www.riverrevitalizationfoundation.org under
donate. Thank you!

We’ve received our permits from the City 
of Milwaukee and hired a contractor, Building
Blocks Construction, to begin renovations at
our 2134 N. Riverboat Rd. site. 
Modifications need to be made to comply with
a change of use from residential to commercial
property including a concrete ramp to the
entrance, wider hallways and doorways and
an ADA compliant bathroom facility. Occupancy
is expected later this fall.
Because of the generosity of the Schmidt
family, the new building will be known as the
Richard L. Schmidt Outreach Center, in
memory of Richard Schmidt, our longtime
board member and supporter of RRF. 
Thank you also to Natural Resources
Technology for its donation of desks, shelving,
and chairs which has furnished our entire
office. 
Stay tuned as we progress toward our
moving day!

http://www.milwaukeerrf.org/
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28TH
10:00 a.m.– NOON

National Public Lands Day 
We’ll celebrate National Public Lands Day not only
with the grand opening of the Milwaukee Rotary
Centennial Arboretum, but also with a volunteer
“green team” from Wheaton Franciscan Health
System. Employees will Test the Quest on a 2.5
mile hike on the beerline loop and plant trees in
the river valley. For more information visit
www.publiclandsday.org.

URBAN ECOLOGY CENTER 
RIVERSIDE PARK • 1500 PARK PLACE

www.publiclandsday.org

