
RRF is among those 
Wisconsin land trusts 
concerned by Governor
Walker’s budget proposal 
to freeze land purchases
through the Knowles 
Nelson Stewardship 
Program until 2028.

BACKGROUND: The 
Stewardship Program 
was established as a 
bi-partisan effort in 1989 
“to preserve valuable 
natural areas and wildlife
habitat, protect water
quality and fisheries, and
expand opportunities 
for outdoor recreation”
(DNR website). Since that 
time, the program has helped to preserve more than 500,000 acres
in the state. Often, Stewardship dollars have been used to leverage
private donations. With the 2011-13 biennial budget, annual program
appropriations were reduced from $86 million to $60 million. Now, a
freeze is proposed. Because the program relies on long-term 
borrowing, critics argue that the debt service is too high, but that
only amounts to 0.3% of the total revenue collected by the state. On
a per resident basis, less than the cost of a state park sticker.

STATEWIDE PERSPECTIVE: Michael Strigel, executive director of
Gathering Waters, said, “A prosperous future for Wisconsin should
include investments in clean water, in natural resources that 
support jobs, and in wild places for kids and families to fish, hunt,
and explore close to home. The Stewardship Program contributes
to a strong economy, healthy communities, and the high quality of
life that makes Wisconsin a desirable place to live, work and play.”

LOCAL VALUE: Here in Milwaukee, stewardship and matching 
investments of over $2,000,000 have made possible the Beerline

Trail, Wheelhouse Park,
Koch Woodlands on
Southbranch Creek, and
the Milwaukee Rotary
Centennial Arboretum,
protecting a total of 16
acres here in our city!
Thousands of people
enjoy these urban 
greenspaces and 
recreate on the trails
along the river – a cost 
of only about $3 per 
person based on 
population. Without the 
stewardship fund, our
urban conservation work
would be severely 
challenged. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Contact your legislators, including members
of the Joint Finance Committee at this link:
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/committees/joint/1384. 
Tell them that an absolute freeze is unwarranted. Opportunities to
preserve important tracts of land in both urban and rural areas will
be lost. Our board encourages you to make a case for keeping the
program alive! Then, proposals for high priority projects can be
considered and the most important saved before it’s too late. Help
us make a case for the continuation of this program, which is 
supported by so many throughout the state.

See our website for a recent video production featuring 
stewardship, our urban work, and its impact on youth working 
on our summer crew here:
http://riverrevitalizationfoundation.org/what-we-do/ 

RRF JOINS WITH OTHER LAND TRUSTS 
IN SOUNDING THE ALARM ON PROPOSED 

STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM FREEZE 
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“Not only is protecting our environment the right thing 
to do, it also vital to our economy. Tourism sustains roughly
185,000 jobs in Wisconsin, or 7.8% of total employment 
in our state. People flock to our state to enjoy our pristine
waterways and hike our beautiful forests.” 

from the current Assembly Republican agenda

http://riverrevitalizationfoundation.org/what-we-do/ 
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/committees/joint/1384


RIVER REVITALIZATION FOUNDATION STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE FORM The River Revitalization Foundation was 
created to establish a parkway for public access, walkways, recreation and education, bordering the Milwaukee, Menomonee 
and Kinnickinnic Rivers; to use the rivers to revitalize surrounding neighborhoods; and to improve water quality.

Name

Company

Address

City                                                                                                        State                       Zip

Phone                                                                                 Fax

Email

Please remit to: River Revitalization Foundation, 2134 N. Riverboat Rd., Milwaukee, WI 53212

�   $ 25            

�   $ 50

�   $100

�   $250

�   $500

� $1,000

�   $ Other

Enclosed is my/our gift of $ ____________
Checks should be made out to River Revitalization Foundation.

Give securely online through PayPal at 
www.riverrevitalizationfoundation.org
click on the “DONATE” tab.

YES! I’D LIKE 
TO SUPPORT
RRF TODAY!

Thank you!
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A MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR RRF IS 
GROWING!

The River Revitalization Foundation has two new staff
members, Emily and Joanna! Emily Thornburg, 
Administrative Assistant, has a BA in Sociology and is 
currently attending school at MATC for Human Resources.
Joanna Demas, Land Manager, has a BS in Biology with 
an emphasis on Environmental Science and has extensive
experience in land stewardship as well as habitat 
restoration in the Milwaukee area. Stay tuned for events
and opportunities to volunteer in the field with Joanna!
Welcome!

Joanna Demas 

Emily Thornburg

Kimberly Gleffe

THE ESTABROOK DAM
It is unusual for RRF to take a position on issues, as our advocacy policy is rather
limited in scope; however, when an issue arises that has direct impact on our
mission, we do need to have a voice. The Stewardship Program is one example
(see page 1) and the Estabrook dam is another. Since Milwaukee County Parks
has done extensive environmental impact studies and public surveys which has
led to a recommendation to remove the dam, RRF has chimed in agreement. 

This is NOT a political issue, it is an environmental issue upon which decisions
need to be based. It is about what is best for the entire community and the 
watershed not just a few landowners. Below is a letter I have sent to all county
supervisors which the RRF board of directors has endorsed. Please add your
voice to this issue as well; sometimes a chorus is better than a solo!

“As Milwaukee’s urban rivers land trust, I am writing on behalf of the River 
Revitalization Foundation and its board of directors to support the recommendation by
Milwaukee County Parks to remove the Estabrook dam. The health of the river, its 
adjoining lands, and the vitality of the ecosystem and the watershed are of utmost 
importance to this region. This action aligns with our mission and the recommendations
of the 1991 Riverway Plan to make decisions that improve the environmental quality
of the Milwaukee River Basin. 

The  Riverway Plan was published by the Milwaukee River Revitalization Council at
the request of Gov. Thompson in the 1980s and advisory to the Department of Natural
Resources. Note within the plan the negative impact of impoundments to the
health of the watershed.

Thank you for your diligence to consider all the information provided to make a 
decision that is best for our environment, community and quality of life.”

Now is the time to make your voice heard; please contact your County 
Supervisor and County Executive Chris Abele to support dam removal and 
allocating funds to do so. Here is a link to the board list: 
http://county.milwaukee.gov/CountyBoard .

http://county.milwaukee.gov/CountyBoard
http://www.milwaukeerrf.org/
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CONTACT US

River Revitalization Foundation
2134 N. Riverboat Road
Milwaukee, WI  53212
414-271-8000
www.riverrevitalizationfoundation.org

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIPS
Ellie Kirkwood

INSTITUTE FOR SERVICE
LEARNING WITH THE 
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-
MILWAUKEE
Continuing a growing relationship, RRF is working
with over 50 undergraduate volunteers through
UWM's Center for Community-Based Learning,
Leadership, and Research (CCBLLR). In the past
year our organization was honored to receive
CCBLLR's Community Partner of the Year award,
and this year we are pleased to announce that one
of our student volunteers is up for the award of
Service Learner of the year! Matthew Rudman and
his classmates helped us map some of the trees 
we have planted over the past 10+ years that are
now well established along the Beerline Trail. 
Congratulations to Matt, and we look forward to
working with another great group of students in the
upcoming months! Come by one weekend and 
see what we are up to!

EARN & LEARN SUMMER
CREW JULY 1-AUGUST 14
We had quite the busy summer at RRF thanks to the
hard work of our high school employees who are
hired through MAWIB's Earn and Learn program.
This well established partnership grows each 
season, and this summer was full of creative and
unique projects that caught the attention of the
public. Highlights of last summer’s work included
planting trees in the floodplain during a downpour, 
a radio interview with RadioMilwaukee, building a
greenhouse, appearing in a video by Gathering 
Waters, working on artwork with local artist Marina
Lee to display at our Wild and Scenic Film Festival,
creating our very own film for our film festival, 
and, last but not least, constructing and painting 
extraordinarily artistic rowboats with the help of 
All Hands Boatworks. A big thanks to our crew!
Make sure to swing by the river valley on a hot
summer day to say hi and get to know the people
who make the park so pretty!

STUDENTS FOR
STEWARDSHIP

Those parcels we have been able to preserve also 
enable us to offer programs for young adults to learn
skills and experience the outdoors, for the first time in
many cases. Matt Moore, a recent UW-Milwaukee
graduate and RRF volunteer says, “Nature is amazing,
unfortunately everyone doesn’t get to experience it.
With the stewardship program, the community is able
to get hands on experience on the things going on
within the environment. They gain essential knowledge
on what they can do to improve the environment and
create an atmosphere which everyone can enjoy.”

Recent UWM grad Matt Moore advocates 
for stewardship.

UWM Service Learning students participate in the Woolly Bear Festival. Summer crew on the river.

http://www.milwaukeerrf.org/
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UPCOMING EVENTS – GET READY FOR SPRING! 

EARTH DAY 
RIVER CLEAN UP!
Saturday, April 18, 9:00 – Noon
Earth Day river cleanup and weed out!
Join us and Kiwanis Club volunteers to
beautify our Wheelhouse park site and 
Kiwanis Landing. Volunteers will meet at
the RRF offices at 2134 Riverboat Rd.
Gloves, tools and supplies will be 
provided. See you there!

GOLF OUTING! 
Monday, May 19
SAVE THE DATE! – The Kiwanis Club of 
Milwaukee will hold its 11th Annual 
“Kiwi Open” Golf Outing on Monday, May 19
at the beautiful Western Lakes Golf Club. All
proceeds benefit Kiwanis Landing at the
Wheelhouse park, southern entrance to the
Greenway.  Please call the Kiwanis Club 
office for details on golf and sponsorship 
opportunities at 414-276-1331 or email at 
kiwanismke@sbcglobal.net .

NATIONAL TRAILS DAY
SOLSTICE HIKE 
JOIN US FOR AN
EVENING IN NATURE.
Wednesday, June 24, 6:00 – 9:00 PM 
National Trails Day® will be celebrated locally
with a solstice hike along the Beerline Trail
loop, a 2.5 mile trail along the Milwaukee
River. Meet at RRF offices at 2134 N. Riverboat
Rd. at 6:00 PM. Wear appropriate clothing,
bring a water bottle and a snack and we’ll do
the rest!

The Beerline Trail loop is among America's
200,000 miles of trails which allow us access
to the natural world for recreation, education,
exploration, solitude, inspiration, and much
more. Trails give us a means to support good
physical and mental health; they provide us
with a chance to breathe fresh air, get our
hearts pumping, and escape from our
stresses. All it takes is a willingness to use
them. See you then!

New Drop-in Volunteer Opportunity
Monday 2:00 PM – 4:00 PM 
Friday 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM 
Please join Joanna, the River Revitalization
Foundation Land Manager, in land 
restoration activities beginning Monday,
June 1, 2015. Meet and work alongside 
individuals passionate about the natural

world and preserving its integrity! Activities
could include, but are not limited to: 
removing invasive species, establishing 
native plants and trees, maintaining trails,
seed collecting, and controlling erosion. 
All activities are important for improving
the quality and access of the habitat 
surrounding Milwaukee’s river basins.

To volunteer, contact the RRF office at 414-271-8000. All events listed on our website

STARTING IN JUNE! GO WITH THE FLOW 
(FRIENDS OF LANDS ON WATER)!

WALK FOR WATER!
WITH MATC
Sunday, May 3, 1:30 PM – 3:30 PM
Meet at Gordon Park for an interpretive
hike along the Beerline Trail with student
informations stations — join us!

http://www.milwaukeerrf.org/
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THE WILD & SCENIC FILM 
FESTIVAL “A WILD LIFE” 
COMES TO MILWAUKEE!
Join us when we host our 5th Annual Wild and 
Scenic Film Festival On Tour at the RRF Riverhaus on 
Friday, August 7, 2015!
The Wild & Scenic Film Festival is a collection of films from the annual
festival held the third week of January in Nevada City, CA which is
now in its 13th year! Wild & Scenic focuses on films which speak to
the environmental concerns and celebrations of our planet. 
“Films featured at Wild & Scenic give people a sense of place,” 
says Tour Manager, Jenna Brager. “In today’s busy world, it is easy 
to disconnect from our role in the global ecosystem. When we realize
that the change we need in this world begins with us, we start 
making a difference. Come get inspired!” 

The Wild & Scenic Film Festival was started by the watershed 
advocacy group, the South Yuba River Citizens League (SYRCL) in
2003. The festival is building a network of grassroots organizations
connected by a common goal of using film to inspire activism. With
the support of National Partners: Patagonia, CLIF Bar, Sierra Nevada
Brewing, Orion Magazine, Klean Kanteen, Earthjustice, and Barefoot
Wine & Bubbly, the festival can reach an even larger audience. 

FEATURED AT THE TOUR VENUE IN MILWAUKEE are short films with
land conservation, habitat restoration, and water quality themes, 
visual stories that explore the issues that we face as Milwaukee’s
urban rivers land trust. The festival is a natural extension of our work
to inspire people to act on behalf of the environment. Especially in the
dense urban environment in which we work, it is important to be 
reminded of the importance of our natural resources here in the city,
where most people live. Having places to go to enjoy nature, escape
the pace of urban life, and recreate on the land and rivers that flow
through the city is vital to our quality of life. Hosting the Wild & Scenic
Film Festival is a great way to celebrate all of the projects that are
being done to improve the river valley and bring people down to this
beautiful place, the Milwaukee River Greenway!

EVENT DETAILS:   Wild & Scenic Film Festival

                    Date:  FRIDAY, AUGUST 7, 2015

               Tickets:  FREE!

                    Time:  Venue open at 5:00 PM – enjoy 
festival activities including hikes 
and paddles! 

                  Place:  2134 N. Riverboat Rd.–Wheelhouse Park

Film program begins at 8:05 PM. Bring a blanket, lawn chairs
as we’ll be outside in the park!

For more information: Contact RRF, 414-271-8000

A CELEBRATION OF 
        OUR ENVIRONMENT! 

FEATURE FILM
MYANMAR BRIDGES TO CROSS 
(sponsored by International Institute of WI)

Mark Fisher, Eric Daft, Fisher Creative
(2014, 44 min)

In August 2013 a group of 7 climbers traveled to the 
farthest reaches of northern Myanmar to make a first 
ascent of Gamlang Razi, Southeast Asia’s disputed highest
peak. Although making a first ascent of Gamlang Razi was
their primary goal, they soon discovered that the actual 
peak was far less significant than the experiences they 
were having with the people with whom they were traveling,
the villagers they lived and interacted with, and the 
country of Myanmar in general. 
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Emily Thornburg

Woolly Bear Fest 2015 was one of our best turnouts
yet, a big thank you to all who came and supported!
This year’s event featured an exciting, new activity,
geared towards our more artistic folks, FACE 
PAINTING! In addition to this first time feature, one
of our more traditional WB Fest activities was given
a new twist! Instead of the usual trail tour, 2015 
Winter Wonderland Hike participants were given the
unique opportunity to experience this informative
journey on the frozen Milwaukee River led by our
Project Manager, Vince Bushell. Following the 
expedition, (complete with sled races), folks relaxed
and roasted hotdogs and s’mores over the roaring
fire, kept ablaze by our Greenway Director, Aaron 
Zeleske. Throughout the afternoon festivities, those
with a keen eye were rewarded with occasional
sightings of our life sized Woolly Bear. Fun on the frozen river and getting warm by the fire.

WOOLLY BEAR FEST 
THE BEST! 

El
lie

 a
s 

th
e 

W
oo

lly
 B

ea
r!


